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Seventy-five years ago the Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program, then known as 
Forest Survey became the third national inventory of forests in the world.  Since that time the FIA 
program has stood at the forefront of the science of forest inventory and is recognized as a leader both 
nationally and internationally.  Since its inception, FIA has kept our citizens and the world abreast of the 
condition, status and trends in our nation’s forests with efficiency and unparalleled professionalism, 
constantly striving to get the job done better, faster, and cheaper without sacrificing product quality.   
 
In 1999, Congress instructed the FIA program to begin implementing a new approach to forest inventory 
in the United States.  This new approach, known as Annualized Inventory, would forever change the way 
FIA conducted forest inventories.  It would mean moving from the old state by state periodic inventories 
to deploying field crews to conduct inventory operations in every state every year.  Annualized Inventory 
would mean rethinking every aspect of field and office operations of the FIA program.  The scope of the 
task was daunting, but FIA scientists, field staff, and cooperators have worked tirelessly to complete the 
full transition on a 5-year schedule.  And, the North Central Research Station has been an integral part of 
this effort and the first station to fully implement the annualized inventory approach. 
 
I can think of no more fitting way to celebrate FIA’s 75th year than taking this opportunity to congratulate 
the North Central Research Station on achieving the significant accomplishment of transitioning to the 
Annualized Inventory 2 year’s ahead of the planned schedule in all of 11 states within it’s territory.  This 
is a tribute to your leadership, the leadership of Assistant Director David Shriner, and FIA Program 
Manager Dennis May whose skill and dedication along with the efforts of all the North Central FIA staff 
have made this possible.  This accomplishment also stands as a tribute to the states and other partners that 
have worked so diligently along side FIA to make Annualized Inventory a reality. 
 
In honor of your accomplishment, and in addition to recognizing all the FIA participants, I have requested 
a plaque bearing the names of the entire North Central FIA unit be placed at the North Central Research 
Station commemorating this important accomplishment.  It is a fitting honor for the tremendous 
collaborative team effort that has been put forth and the pride the Forest Service takes in a job well done. 
 
Thanks again for your dedicated and outstanding efforts.  This is truly what conservation leadership is all 
about. 
 
 
 
/s/ Dale N. Bosworth 
DALE N. BOSWORTH 
Chief 
 
     


